2Q2                      SIR   HUMPHREY   GILBERT
Russet         There are also in those Countries abundance of Russet Par-
Parots.      rotSj kut very fewe greene. There are also Birds of all sortes as
Birds h e  ^ ^VQ^ ^ many strange Birds to this Examinate unknowen.
Guinie      There are great plenty of Guinie hennes which are tame Birds,
hens.        and proper to the Inhabitants, as big as Geese, very blacke of
colour, having feathers like Downe. There is also a Bird called
A red       a Flamingo, whose feathers are very red, and is bigger then a
Bird'        Goose, billed like a Shovell1, and is very good meate. There2
is also another kinde of Foule in that Countrey which hunteth3
the Rivers neere unto the Hands: They are of the shape and big-
nesse of a Goose but their wings are covered with small yelowe4
feathers, and cannot flie: You may drive them before you like
sheepe: They are exceeding fatte and very delicate meate, they
have white heads, and therefore the Countrey men call them
Penguins.   Penguins (which seemeth to be a Welsh name). And they have
also in use divers other Welsh words, a matter worthy the
A great    noting. There is also a very strange Bird, thrise as big as an
strange     Eagle, very beautifull to beholde, his feathers are more orient
bird'        then a Peacockes feathers, his eyes are glistering as an Hawkes
eyes, but as great as a mans eyes, his head and thigh as big as a
mans head and thigh: It hath a crest and tuffe of feathers of
sundry colours on the top of the head like a Lapwing hanging
backwards: His beake and talents in proportion like egles, but
very huge and large.
Tempests. Touching Tempests and other strange monstrous things in
those partes, this Examinate sayth, that he hath seene it Lighten
and Thunder in sommer season by the space of foure & twentie
houres together: the cause whereof he judgeth to be the heate of
the Climate.
Fun-           He further saith, that there is a Cloud sometime of the yeere
canes*.      geene -^ ^ ^^ which commonly turneth to great Tempests.
And that sometimes of the yeere there are great windes in maner
Tumados. [p. 561] of Whirlewindes6.
1 'Showeler'. Sloane MS. 1447, f. jv.
2 In margin, 'Penguins' instead of below. Sloane MS. 1447, f, 7v,
3 'hauntethe'. Sloane MS. 1447, f. 7v.
4 'callowe*. Sloane MS. 1447, f. 8.
5 This and the following word omitted from margin. Sloane MS. 1447, f. 8.
6 'Hurlewyndes'. Sloane MS. 1447, f, 8v.